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Three Big events involving IMBBA this Bike Week in Sturgis.   

Starting out on August 5th 2011, IMBBA will attend the Museum Day at the  Buffalo 

Chip Event  and will go on stage to present IMBBAôs donation for the Sturgis 

Motorcycle Motorcycle Museum and Hall of Fame. The donation is a collection from 

IMBBA members who wish to support the museum and we encourage all IMBBA 

members to join in.   

Next is the IMBBA-USA Bike Show held at the 

Broke Spoke Campground on Tuesday, August 

9th, 2011. Registration is at 10:00 a.m. and 

awards at 4.pm. This is an IMBBA sanctioned 

event and points are awarded to the builders 

that participate. It is also a good opportunity for 

builders to have their builds judged and 

inspected for certification and skills present in 

their builds.  

IMBBA spends a great deal of time judging the 

bikes and spends as much time after with the 

builders showing them where they can gain 

more points for future shows. It is a great time to meet the USA representative for 

IMBBA and the President of IMBBA and learn just how we are changing the industry 

in education, training and bike show judging fairness for the industry. 

Then, the main event is the IMBBA Hall of Fame Ceremony where several  Master 

Bike Builders have earned enough points in their career time to earn a life time 

achievement award and place themselves into the Hall of Fame. A reception follows 

for industry people, builders, and the bike show participants who can meet the 

builders inducted into the Hall of Fame.  They are:  Rick Fairless, Don Bittman, and 

Lee Wimmer.  Continued next pageé  
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Other awards for Master Bike Builder level II will be presented to Troy Nicholson 

and Craig Withford. Press is invited and the public is invited to witness the 

celebration and ceremony held at the Broken Spoke immediately following The 

IMBBA BIke Show Awards at 5:00 p.m.  Ceremony begins at 5:30 p.m. Dinner at 6:00 

p.m.   

 See you there! 
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IMBBA Headquarters - Jacksonville, FL.  IMBBA announced today that the Newsletter 

which for the last six years has grown to be over 35 pages will now be distributed monthly.  

Since 2005, the quarterly newsletter continued to grow providing news and information about 

the industry globally. As a result, IMBBA newsletter exceeds 57K downloads quarterly.   

 ñBeginning June 2011, IMBBA will now distribute the newsletter monthly. This will reduce 

the download times, and stop the information overload to readers while keeping the news up 

to the minuteò.  Says President Jeff Starke. 

 

 

Canton Georgia ï (International 

Master Bike Builders Association) 

IMBBA-USA Country Director, 

Freddie Arnold announced on March 

30, 2011, the USA selection of 

builders qualified to represent the 

division in the World Cup Bike 

Building Competition being held on 

April 20-23, 2012 in Laval, Quebec at the Classic Bike & Tattoo Show will be:  

Sam Baldi-Cherry Valley, California 

John Shope - Phoenix, Arizona 

 Aaron Glenn - Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Steve Galvin - St. Petersburg, Florida 

Dave Dupor - Lake Villa, Illinois 

Tim and Mike McNamer, - Blue Mounds, Wisconsin.  

These builders have been consistent in winning points for showing their bikes nationwide. 

This will be their biggest challenge to date, by representing the USA at the World Cup Bike 

Building Competition. All bikes are being built in secrecy ï not to be seen prior to the 

competition.  
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Kingston, Ontario - Canada, The defending and host country has earned the most points 

for showing in 2009-2010 earning the right to have the ñhome court advantageò. 

 IMBBA Canadian Director and Master Bike Builder - Bob McKay, announced builders 

accepting the challenge to compete and represent their country: 

Steve Schuller, - Toronto, Ontario 

 Tim Lajambe, - New Westminster, BC 

 George Tchor, - Mississauga, Ontario 

Jay Burnham, - Shawnigan, B.C.  

Fred Vaillancourt, - St. Come, Quebec  

Steve & Mike Le Breton, - St. Andre De Argenteuil, Quebec. 

 

 

Ivrea-Torino, Italy - Fabrizio Favre, President of the Federation of Italian Customizers (FIC) 

announced today that Italy is ready and have qualified builders to participate in the World 

Cup Competition. FIC is an organization of builders that now use IMBBA standards and are 

members of the IMBBA in Italy.  

Three competitors from FIC, and two independents, who are Master Bike Builder Certified by 

IMBBA, will participate representing Italy: 

 MS Artrix-Aosta, Italy 

Marinelli Motorcycles ï Napoli, Italy 

Crazy Chopper - Milano, Italy 

IMBBA Master Bike Builders, Jerry Caronte, - Modigliana (FC) Custombike 

Roberto Totti, Totti Motori - Bologna, Italy. 

This is a first in the motorcycle industry where countries qualify who they want to represent 

their country.  

Along with the U.S.A, Canada, and Italy, is Germany, France, Australia, Ireland, UAE, Brazil, 

Hungary, Saudi Arabia and Turkey has also qualified to participate. Each country can have 

up to 6 builders represent their country.  

 The winning country will host the next World Cup Competition in 2014.  
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IMBBA - International announced on April 5, 2011 that Jay Burnham, owner 

of Freak Show Choppers out of Mill Bay, British Columbia has successfully 

completed all the necessary education and training requirements for 

Certification to:"BIKE BUILDER LEVEL II". Earning 510 points and with over 

ten years of owning his own shop and 30+ years of motorcycle repair and 

building has achieved the level of proficiency necessary for a global 

certification in Bike Building. 

Jay recently applied for IMBBA Judges course. Once completed, Jay, will undergo training 

with Canada's Master Judge and Director Bob McKay. 

See more on Jay, through IMBBA's Canada website www.imbba.ca  

 

 

 

 

Jacksonville, Fl.  On a honeymoon with his 

wife, Sandor Gorbe, a Hungarian Bike 

Builder living in Budapest visits IMBBA 

president Jeff Starke on May 30, 2011, 

Sandor and his new bride making a round 

trip from Hungary to Florida, then the 

Bahamas took time to visit with IMBBA and 

complete the remaining requirements for 

certification to "Bike Builder Level I" Sandor, 

has a motorcycle shop in Budapest where he 

customizes motorcycles. His trade and 

passion for motorcycle building precedes 

him. It was a wonderful visit and opportunity to spend time with Sandor. He is planning and 

hopeful to participate in the IMBBA World Cup Competition being held in Canada in 2012.  

IMBBA extends a hearty congratulation for becoming Bike Builder Certified and wish him and 

his new bride Timea (Szabo) Gorbe the very best for the future! 
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Galleria, Italy- IMBBA Master Bike Builder, Roberto Totti, successfully 

completed the IMBBA Judges course of study becoming Italyôs first 

IMBBA ñAssociate Judge.  This certification is a benchmark in 

establishing IMBBA judging standards in Italy. 

Roberto, will now undergo, IMBBA training at bike shows until an IMBBA 

Master Judge finds his scoring in keeping with IMBBAôs high standards. 

 

 

Phoenix, NY. - Patrick Briggs of County Line Choppers 

successfully completed his IMBBA certification for Master Bike 

Builder, Level II. Patrick has 15 years operating his own 

motorcycle business and over 35 years of bike repairing and 

building experience. 

 

 

 

 

Alberta, Canada - Miles Brown has successfully completed the 

IMBBA judgeôs course and certified as IMBBA ñASSOCIATE 

ñJudge. Miles, will now undergo training at bike shows under the 

study and watchful eye of Canadaôs representative, Master Bike 

Builder & Master Judge Bob McKay. 
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Quebec, Canada ï Fred Valiancourt, of the Rat Shop has 

successfully completed his certification to MASTER BIKE 

BUILDER LEVEL II.  He maintains the record for most 

points earned in Bike Show competitions for Canada. 

 

 

 

Milford, CT - Carl Lindstrom of Tri State choppers has 

successfully completed his certification to BIKE BUILDER 

LEVEL I.   

 

  

 

 

Howell, MI- Lazslo is an instructor at the Howell High 

School in Howell, MI. which has a chopper building class. 

He has endured to outfit and equip to offer students his 

experience. Lazslo has completed his IMBBA certification 

for Motorcycle Instructor and is working extensively with 

Doug Hall of the Chopper Institute and Steven Broyles Sr. 

of Stevenson Cycle where they are assisting IMBBA in 

establishing educational materials for our trade. 
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MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

                                              
                   http://www.federazioneitalianacustomizer.it/ 

 

 

 

Advertizing with IMBBA makes sense! You will benefit by our International 

website (along with three other IMBBA websites in different countries) and in 

our monthly newsletter goes out to the entire industry. This includes all major 

media partners, manufacturers, distributors, numerous motorcycle shops, and 

of course 1600+ members worldwide (AND GROWING). Every newsletter is 

downloaded in excess of 57,000 by industry professionals. All ñhot topicsò go 

to IMBBA Facebook and Twitter and many affiliated sites, Consider IMBBA 

as your marketing partner. 

                                          Contact joed@masterbikebuilder.com for further details 

 

 

mailto:joed@masterbikebuilder.com
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There will be many members from Italy attending. 
 
 FIC will be representing Italy in the World Cup in 
Canada in spring 2012,  
 
Some members have already come forward and 
thrown their hat in the ring.  
 
While reading this, the leadership of FIC is working 
with the organizers of the Faaker See, where in 
recent years have had an effective presence.  
 
See you soon with interesting news. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Builders getting their bikes ready for 
the World Cup Competition in 2012 
can be a little stressed or even 
crazyé 
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This October during the Rombo di Tuono, IMBBA president, Jeff Starke will attend the 
event in Italy. This being the 10th Annual event  in on October 15-16 2011 in Centro 
Fiers Del Garda Montichiari (BS).   

The purpose of the visit is to examine the first IMBBA  judged event being managed by 
The Federation of Italian Customizers (FIC) as well as jeff serving a IMBBA Master 
Judge which is required by IMBBA for all events.   

President, Fabrizio Favre, has completed his IMBBA judge course and is now a 
ñAssociate Judgeò  In  order for Italy to have IMBBA sanctioned bike shows  They must 
maintain at the event a minimum of one IMBBA certified Master Judge and one IMBBA 
certified judge.   

This is an important event for Italy as they join the international community working 
towards global standards and fairness in bike show competitions. 

 IMBBA is diligently looking for  a celebrity USA Builder as the guest to attend this 
event. Being close to Biketoberfest it is difficulté.So, please step forward if you can to 
help this effort!.    

As a side note, Roberto Totti, an Italian IMBBA certified Master Bike Builder Level II, 
also completed his Judges course this year. Congrats to Roberto!! 
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Sturgis, SD - Tuesday August 9, 2011 at the Broken Spoke Saloon (Campground) 

IMBBA kicks off the 2nd Annual Bike Show Judged by Master Judge, Freddie Arnold, 

IMBBAôs USA representative.  

The bike show last year yeilded winners that now will represent USA in the World Cup 

Competition.  So the level of competition is world class to say the least! This show will 

be no different; IMBBA will be looking for the builder(s) to represent USA in 2014 World 

Cup Competition.   

Registration begins at 10:00 a.m. Bike show opens at 11-4 p.m. with an awards 

ceremony at 5p.m.   

Following the bike show, IMBBA will honor three top flight,  talented builders from the 

USA. Rick Fairless, Lee Wimmer and Don Bittman.  

All three will receive their induction into the IMBBA Hall of Fame. A dinner reception is 

set immediately following the Ceremony which kicks off at 6p.m. - ??   

Broken Spoke will be our hosts, so you know it will be a great event!  

Be sure to come by and help celebrate these builders for outstanding life time 

achievements, contributions, and success in this great industryééNot to mention see 

some great bikes on display.   

Press and Industry parties can contact jeff@masterbikebuilders.com for more details 

and reservations. 

 

 

Del successfully completed all necessary education and training 

requirements  in the Chopper Fundamentals 101 course of study. 

Earning 28 points towards certification, Del Currently is apprenticing at 

Kevin Baxterôs shop where he is gaining hands on training and  

experience .  

IMBBA encourages Del not to slow down now.  

And thanks to Kevin for taking of his valuable time in training Del for his future. You 

Guys rock! 

mailto:jeff@masterbikebuilders.com
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Chatham, MI.  The 2011 Porcupine BASH is on August 25-28th, 2011 celebrating 

another year of honoring Military Veterans... This year they are 

pulling out the stops with entertainment by the Dan Lawson 

Band who will be presenting an autographed guitar to a lucky 

winner.  

IMBBAôs Staff photographers Jack McIntyre will also be there 

photographing the events from Bikerpics.org.  

TV Personality ï Jay Barbieri and Johnny Lange, a Silent 

Auction, Princess of the Pole contest, Beer tent, vendors, and 

Pancake breakfast.  Fun, fun, fun for everyone!!!!!!! 

The Porcupine BASH has invited IMBBA president, Jeff Starke and IMBBA Hall of 

Fame-Master Bike Builder, Ron Finch to attend.  

Jeff and Ron are inviting all builders and riders to bring their bike(s) and attend what will 

be a combination bike show, photo session, and IMBBA Workshop. The workshop 

aspect will inform participants on how the bikes are judged and how to become IMBBA 

certified as a judge or master builder.  

You will be able to ask any and all question on what makes a better bike, how the points 

system works, or anything motorcycle related.   

Ron Finch, will be there to encourage and help builders see the importance of building 

quality & safe bikes. If you donôt know the name, Ron is truly a legend of the industry!! 

This is a great opportunity for builders to get their foot in the door with professionals in 

the industry and the bike competition world as well as working on global certification.  

Builders donôt miss this opportunity, Bikers, donôt miss the fun! 
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The annual Sturgis Motorcycle Hall of Fame Induction Breakfast 

is 9 a.m. Wednesday, August 11th at the Rushmore Plaza Civic 

Center in Rapid City, South Dakota. 

Among many dignitaries being inducted, the Hall of Fame 

welcomes the great Evel Knievel and racing legend Don Emde 

 

Breakfast tickets are available for a $35.00 donation, tables of 

eight for $30 0.00. Tickets can be purchased through the Museum 

605.347.2001 or on line at www.sturgismuseum.com/cart/  

IMBBA SUPPORTS THIS GREAT ORGANIZATION  AND 

WE ENCOURAGE ALL OUR MEMBERS TO DO THE 

SAME!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sturgismuseum.com/cart/
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
Jacksonville, Florida-  Itôs been a busy and hectic month for 

me, moving into a new home, along with relocating my  shop 

which has caused me to fall far behind. That being said,  I 

would like to apologize to anyone that has experienced the 

frustration of my voice mail box and e-mail box messages as 

being full.   

To add insult to injury, I am in my finals in college and racking 

my brain to get through. Never can get enough education!! 

OKéé.Enough about me.   

The June  newsletter  sparked a lot of interest in both sponsors and membership which is still 

growing. In addition, another school has joined our education programs as the Learning 

Management Software is being debugged with the help of Mitchell Tech. Mitchell Tech, will be 

the first to come on line after Sturgis.  

With their new facility being built, Darin Maltsbereger, IMBBA Instructor at Mitchell Technical 

School ( located in Mitchell, SD), is working feverishly with IMBBA and his group so that IMBBA 

and the entire global industry will have an onsite training facility to go to and become certified in 

aftermarket products.  

Several companies have stepped up and provided the training materials for IMBBA to develop a 

training program that will lead to individuals becoming IMBBA certified. This is a great school to 

attend for those fresh out of high school and wanting to enter a post secondary training 

program.  

IMBBA expects to have all these schools dialed in by the end of 2012 and entering their next 

terms with a complete and well rounded training program. This is and will be a huge added 

value to motorcycle shops who need industry savvy trained mechanics out of school with 

aftermarket product knowledge as well as dealer specific training information. 

    It has been a long six years getting this off the ground and I am proud to say we are making 

headway in developing a career field with standards. Not just here in the USA but globally!   

I wish to encourage more builders to contribute their knowledge towards the educational 

courses that the Chopper Institute and IMBBA are collectively developing.  Already many shops 

and IMBBA members have contributed greatly and again,  I want to encourage more to come 

forward so we can all shine and look back one day and know we left this industry better than the 

way we found it. Better through legitimate education and training and not just theò tricks of the 

tradeò.   
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Third QUARTER 2011 
Stephen O'Keeffe, Cork, Ireland 

Abdulla Alhammadi, Abu Dhabi, AUH 

 

SECOND QUARTER 2011 
Tim Davis - Palm Bay, FL 

Tim McNamer, Blue Mounds, WI 

Huck Hemphill, Adrian, MI 

Bob Griffin, Carpentersville, IL 

Michael McNamer, BlueMounds, WI 

Wayne Viton, Forney, TX 

David Enting, Tallahassee, FL 

Charlie Braine, Winterport, ME 

Martin lacy, Waterbury CT 

Melody McAfee, Lawrenceville, GA 

 

 

STUDENTS FROM HOWELL HIGH SCHOOL Howell, MI.-USA 

Jacob Carpenter 

Adam Rhodes  

Jason Raines  

 Mitchell Clark  

Alan Keesler  

Nick Gray  

Jared Robinson  

Mike Cipponeri  

Joshua Willmore   

Laszlo Szalay - IMBBA Motorcycle Instructor 
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Submitted by: 

Giuseppe Papa - ITALY 
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See the Dan Lawson Band perform at these dates and times: 

07/30/11   Byron Days Festival ï Byron Center, Michigan 

08/05/11 to 08/13/11  Sturgis Bike Week - The Legendary Buffalo Chip ï Sturgis, SD  

08/26/11 - 08/29/11  Porcupine Press 2011 Birthday Bash & Bike Show ï Chatham, MI 

 

   

Miles has been working to design a full rounded education 

check list along with needed trade expereinces towards what 

will one day be incorporated into IMBBAôs standard for 

certification to be certified as a  Motorcycle Appraizer.  Miles 

is to be commended as a pioneer in this developing 

profession. 


