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STURGIS, SD – IMBBA along with its members and a host of judges from Canada 

and USA were on stage August 9, 2011 at the Broken Spoke Campground Saloon for the 

IMBBA “Hall of Fame” Ceremony. Before crowds, IMBBA began the ceremony by 

presenting to Troy Nicholson and Craig Withford, both from the great state of Texas, their 

Master Bike Builder Level II Certifications.  Then, moving into the ceremony, IMBBA gave 

a brief explanation of how the points certifications goes for global certification for builders 

and then led into how the points system also serves to identify those that give back to the 

industry on the same points system by which they become certified.   

Unfortunately, both Rick Fairless, and 

Lee Wimmer, had family emergencies that 

prevented them from attending, but, were 

honored and represented by close business 

associates and friends. Accepting for Rick 

Fairless, was his long time friend / Hamster 

associate and general manager of Stokers 

Dallas, Gene Slatter. Lee Wimmer was 

represented by another Hamster brother and 

long time friend of Lee’s, Harlan Schillinger. 

Both gave a brief speech and accepted the 

awards.  Don Bittman, former Illusions Motorcycle Company CEO, was supported by 

family and friends as he accepted his award and place in the IMBBA “Hall of Fame”. 
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Continued from front page… 

 

The ceremony also featured a catered dinner reception and was provided on the 

upper deck of the Broken Spoke Saloon. Provided by IMBBA International, it was reserved 

for the inductees, their friends, media, and industry associates. After the diner, they all had 

the best seats of the house to watch Foghat in concert to close the night’s excitement. 

IMBBA would like to thank the Broken Spoke staff and management for extending 

IMBBA their facilities to honor the lifetime accomplishments of these talented builders. 

  

"To honor these giants in our industry, however humble or outrageous, earning 

a true Lifetime Achievement of which IMBBA is privileged to bestow upon those that has 

earned their place in our industry and history". Said IMBBA President and Founder, Jeff 

Starke. 
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Jacksonville, Fl. - IMBBA International announced today that with the increase in 

bike show engagements and a greatly increased use IMBBA talent and the judge’s system 

world wide, we (IMBBA) are now faced with the need to fill the expanding geographical 

regions with the manpower needed to continue to supply the quality and fairness of 

judging numerous bike shows. Some new shows and many well established show 

promoters understand the advantage and truly the necessity of employing the IMBBA 

system to bring the show quality to the greatest possible level of professionalism. 

If you are a Bike builder, Level I or above, certified by IMBBA or have over 8 years 

experience building, repairing, customizing, and restoring bikes. IMBBA would like to 

recruit your help and offer training to be an IMBBA Bike Judge.  Once certified, and 

apprenticed trained, IMBBA pays you for judging and covers your travel and related  

 

expenses. This can include two other countries and all of North America. If you are 

interested in becoming certified contact Jeff Starke, IMBBA president 

jeff@masterbikebuilders.com    

 

 

Advertizing with IMBBA makes sense! You will benefit by our International website (along with three other 

IMBBA websites in different countries as well as numerous IMBBA affiliates) 

and in our monthly newsletter goes out to the entire industry. This includes all 

major media partners, manufacturers, distributors, numerous motorcycle shops, 

and of course 1600+ members worldwide (AND GROWING). Every newsletter 

is downloaded in excess of 57,000 by industry professionals. All “hot topics” go 

to IMBBA Face book and Twitter and many affiliated sites, Consider IMBBA as 

your marketing partner. 

                                  Contact joed@masterbikebuilder.com or call 319-389-0798 for further details 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jeff@masterbikebuilders.com
mailto:joed@masterbikebuilder.com
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STURGIS, S.D. - 

Buffalo Chip /  IMBBA - In 

short time the IMBBA was able to 

collect from its membership 

$750.00 to donate to the Sturgis 

Motorcycle Museum during the 

71st Annual Sturgis Bike 

Rally, Sturgis, South Dakota. The 

members rallied to make these 

contributions to the Museum, a 

very worthy cause. The museum, 

which hosts some of our countries 

most prominent displays of 

motorcycles and maintains 

diligence in honoring  
(L to R) IMBBA president, Jeff Starke, Sturgis Museum  
Director Christine Diers, alongside IMBBA director and  

President of Pro Riders Marketing Joe Distefano 

 

and maintaining the historic significance of builders, riders, racers that provided a 

lifetime of contributions to the motorcycle lifestyles through their "Hall of Fame"  "A very 

important part of our industries history on many levels and one IMBBA fully supports" said 

IMBBA President, Jeff Starke, who was on hand at the Buffalo Chip Saloon on August 5th 

2011 to present to Christine Paige Diers, Executive Director of the Sturgis Motorcycle 

Museum the IMBBA; s check for $750.00. 

The Buffalo Chip supports the Museum and has contributed much to their needs. 

While on stage at the Buffalo Chip, During a Dan Lawson Concert, IMBBA was invited 

backstage on the night of Edgar Winters concert to witness the Guitar that was signed by 

many greats like, Jay Leno, Larry Hagman, and numerous other famous personalities. The 

guitar, donated by Dan Lawson benefited the Sturgis Museum as well.  
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The Dan Lawson Band played into the night, along with a real treat when Dan and 

"Good Time” Charlie Brechtel entertained the crowds while dueling out the guitar in a 

concert that really rocked the Chip. 

 

Joe Distefano, IMBBA director and 

president of Pro Riders Marketing, was 

instrumental in helping IMBBA to gather 

and donate to the museum. Later in the 

week, the IMBBA attending with Joe D., 

the Sturgis Motorcycle Museum's hall of 

Fame Breakfast where we all witnessed 

the honoring of this year’s Sturgis 

Museum's inductees to their "Hall of 

Fame" A breakfast and feast that left you 

full and pleased to see our industry 

preserved by the efforts of the Sturgis 

Museum.   

(L to R) Jeff Starke, Christine Diers, Joe Distefano on stage at the  

Buffalo Chip, Christine receives the check 

 

Many thanks to Woody of the Buffalo Chip for opening his heart and 

stage for this worthy cause 
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IMBBA -USA Bike Show at the Broken Spoke Campground August 9, 2011 

Sturgis, SD - Broken Spoke Campground.  Broken Spoke Saloon, the only 

destination in Sturgis with a view!   

 IMBBA held its 2nd Annual Bike Show at the Broken Spoke Saloon 

(Campground location) on August 9, 2011. Judged by the IMBBA USA and Canada 

team members were:  Master Judge and IMBBA-USA representative, Freddie 

Arnold. Canadian Judge, Ryan Robinson, USA Judge, Kevin Baxter and Associate 

Judge Canada, Charlie Lessard. 

 The show featured some of the finest customs in the business. Builders 

assembled to earn their points for the 2014 International Bike Competition. USA will 

continue to hold bike shows recording the points earned by the builders for the next  
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two years to see who will be eligible to represent USA in the International Bike 

Competition in 2014 

 The event was filled with excitement. The stage and saloon which is a class act   

provided the back drop for a spectacular bike show and appreciated by all.  

 Darin Maltsberger, from Mitchell Tech located in Mitchell S.D. brought one of the 

students chopper projects and displayed in the IMBBA bike show. Along with builders 

from around the country. Kevin 

Baas from Kennedy High 

School arrived during awards 

presentation and together Kevin 

and Darin cranked up the 

students bike for a roaring 

ensemble of pure adrenaline.  
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Congratulations to Winners!  

2n d Annual Broken Spoke/IMBBA Bike Show -
Sturgis 2011  

 

Chopper Class  

1st  Jon Shipley ïJack Daniels Bike  

2nd  Julie Haskins - Pink & Black Chrome Chopper  

Bobber Class  

1st  Jeff Haskins -Green Bobber  

2nd  Mitchell Tech - Gold Yamaha 650  

Bagger Class  

1st  Wayne Vinton -Black Road Glide  

2nd  Ken Aragon -White Road King  

Harley Softail  

1st  Chevy -Blue Softail  

2nd  Reed Glaze -Cross Bones  

Radical  

1st  Fred Vaillancourt -Red Rat Shop Custom  

2nd Craig Whitford -Black Special Construction  

  
Best of Show Pierre Charland -Orange Capre Di em  
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   Moncton, New Brunswick 

Marc Mazerolle, - IMBBA Motorcycle Instructor, launched a greatly fortified /  new 

curriculum when he became IMBBA motorcycle instructor qualified.  

It has enhanced his educational training materials and given IMBBA access to his 

program, by bringing  bike builders from within the industry.  These builders making 

personal appearances have stimulated the student’s interests. It also provides hands on 

training, along with providing custom bike parts, and tools……ALL increasing the student’s 

appetite to learn the trade of motorcycle customizations.  "This effort is growing" said Jeff 

Starke, IMBBA President,  

The IMBBA supports seven 

schools, which includes one post 

secondary school. All have 

embraced the IMBBA way by 

using the Chopper Fundamentals 

101, an IMBBA endorsed course.  

This course has under 

gone scrutiny and endorsement 

by IMBBA authored by the 

Chopper Institute of America, 

Douglas Hall, who is working 

feverishly with IMBBA to develop 

the standard and create LMS 

(Learning Management System) 

software that tracks the student’s progress? In addition, the LMS will break down and 

become a tool for the instructor while IMBBA establishes (based on the instructor’s 

syllabus) the points to be awarded a true value towards an IMBBA certification which will 

follow the students for life in their motorcycle trade experiences and career. 

Both the Bernice MacNaughton High School, Marc Mazerolle, IMBBA Instructor, along 

with the many builders and sponsors can be proud of the following students who made the 

grade to become IMBBA certified. This marks a milestone and a piece of motorcycle 
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 history when students and the industry rally to support a standard in education and 

training that transcend conventional trade education and training. 

    IMBBA extends hearty congratulations to everyone for shinning the chrome that will be 

the next generation riding the highways and byways of our planet. These schools require 

support and funding to continue. Let’s help these schools every way we can. It's our 

future.  

The students that have successfully completed the IMBBA  Motorcycle 

Fundamentals 101 program at Bernice MacNaughton High School utilizing the 

Chopper Institute of America's text "Chopper Fundamentals 101" completing all 

the necessary requirements for certification by IMBBA  for "TECHNICIAN"   are as 

follows; 

 

Jennifer Allain - 16 years old  

Mikhala Atkinson - 16 years old 

Jesse Bishop - 16 years old  

Alex Butler - 18 years old 

Kevin Butler - 16 years old  

Rachel Daigle - 17 years old   

Samuel Goguen - 18 years old  

Emma Keiver - 15 years old  

Ryan Kelly - 18 years old  

Ryan Leaman - 16 years old  

Taylor Munn - 16 years old  

Patrick Riswold - 16 years old  

 

Bike Klub: After-school Youth Program members that have successfully 

completed the Chopper Fundamentals 101 text requirements completing IMBBA 

"TECHNICIAN  LEVEL I"  are as follows; 

 

Chelsea Jonah - 18 years old (Chelsea is the student that built the bike on stage at the 

Broken Spoke Saloon for IMBBA last summer in Sturgis) 

David Theriault - 19 years old  

Keegan Simard - 19 years old (Keegan also completed his Motorcycle Technician 

program at Community College this year) 

Dominik Achilles - 16 years old (Dominik is also a German Exchange Student at our 

school) 
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Bike Klub members mentioned all accumulated the following amount of 

experience during their IMBBA membership; Completing all the necessary  

 

requirement in education and training for certification to Technician Level II 

 

Chelsea Jonah - 18 months - Shop tools, power tools and general custom motorcycle 

experience. Chelsea also traveled to Sturgis South Dakota during Bike Week and built a 

custom motorcycle on stage at the Broken Spoke Saloon with two other high school 

students. Chelsea was also voted Bike Klub Member of the Year for 2010-2011 

School Year. 

 

David Theriault - 16 months - He has two full years as a Bike Klub member as well 

two full school years enrolled in Metals and Auto Shop courses. David has had 

exposure to all shop machines and hand tools and can build complex custom parts 

when called upon. 

 

Keegan Simard - 24 months – With three full years in Bike Klub, 2 full years (school 

years) in Metals and Auto Shop courses, Keegan can perform most shop tasks with little 

or no supervision. Keegan has also completed his Pre-Employment Program 

"Motorcycle Technician" at the local Community College and comes to help the younger 

members of Bike Klub on a regular basis. 

 

Dominik Achilles - 8 months - One full year as a Bike Klub member, Dominik has 

gone from little or no shop experience to being one of the best members of Bike Klub in 

recent history. Dominik can build complex custom motorcycle parts with very little 

supervision and designs these items with simplicity and ease. 

 

To Help support or more information on the program contact :  

 
 

Marc -Rene Mazerolle  

Bernice MacNaughton H igh School  

Teacher/Manager BMHS Bike Klub  

999 St George Blvd. Moncton, New Brunswick  

E1E 2C9 CANADA  

Phone: 506 -856 -3469  

Fax: 506 -856 -3406  

www.bmhs.ca< http://www.bmhs.ca/ >  

www.bmhsbikeclub.zoomshare.com< http://www.bmhsbikeclub.zoomshare.com/  

 

http://www.bmhs.ca/
http://www.bmhsbikeclub.zoomshare.com/
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MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canton Georgia – (International 

Master Bike Builders Association) 

IMBBA-USA Country Director, 

Freddie Arnold announced on 

March 30, 2011, the USA 

selection of builders qualified to 

represent the division in the World 

Cup Bike Building Competition 

being held on April 20-23, 2012 in Laval, Quebec at the Classic Bike & Tattoo Show will 

be:  

Sam Baldi-Cherry Valley, California 

John Shope - Phoenix, Arizona 

Aaron Glenn - Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Steve Galvin - St. Petersburg, Florida 

Dave Dupor - Lake Villa, Illinois 

Tim and Mike McNamer, - Blue Mounds, Wisconsin.  
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These builders have been consistent in winning points for showing their bikes nationwide. 

This will be their biggest challenge to date, by representing the USA at this International Bike 

Building Competition. All bikes are being built in secrecy – not to be seen prior to the 

competition.  

Kingston, Ontario - Canada, The defending and host country has earned the most points 

for showing in 2009-2010 earning the right to have the “home court advantage”. 

 IMBBA Canadian Director and Master Bike Builder - Bob McKay, announced builders 

accepting the challenge to compete and represent their country: 

Steve Schuller, - Toronto, Ontario 

Tim Lajambe, - New Westminster, BC 

George Tchor, - Mississauga, Ontario 

Jay Burnham, - Shawnigan, B.C.  

Fred Vaillancourt, - St. Come, Quebec  

Steve & Mike Le Breton, - St. Andre De Argenteuil, Quebec. 

 

Ivrea-Torino, Italy - Fabrizio Favre, President of the Federation of Italian Customizers (FIC) 

announced today that Italy is ready and have qualified builders to participate in the World 

Cup Competition. FIC is an organization of builders that now use IMBBA standards and are 

members of the IMBBA in Italy.  

Three competitors from FIC, and two independents, who are Master Bike Builder Certified by 

IMBBA, will participate representing Italy: 

 MS Artrix-Aosta, Italy 

Marinelli Motorcycles ï Napoli, Italy 

Crazy Chopper - Milano, Italy 

IMBBA Master Bike Builders, Jerry Caronte, - Modigliana (FC) Custombike 

Roberto Totti, Totti Motori - Bologna, Italy. 

This is a first in the motorcycle industry where countries qualify who they want to represent 

their country.  
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Along with the U.S.A, Canada, and Italy, is Germany, France, Australia, Ireland, UAE, Brazil, 

Hungary, Saudi Arabia and Turkey has also qualified to participate. Each country can have 

up to 6 builders represent their country.  

 The winning country will host the next International Competition in 2014.  

 

 

Quebec, Canada – Fred Valiancourt, of the Rat Shop has 

successfully completed his certification to MASTER BIKE 

BUILDER LEVEL II.  He maintains the record for most 

points earned in Bike Show competitions for Canada. 

 

  

Del, successfully completed all necessary education and training 

requirements for certification to Technician Level I  

Earning 150 points towards certification, Del Currently is apprenticing 

at Kevin Baxter’s shop where he is gaining hands on training and 

experience.  

IMBBA encourages Del not to slow down now.  

And thanks to Kevin for taking of his valuable time in training Del for his future. You 

Guys rock! 

 

   

 

 
 

                                              
                   http://www.federazioneitalianacustomizer.it/ 
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This October during the Rombo di Tuono, IMBBA president, Jeff Starke will attend the 
event in Italy. This being the 10th Annual event on October 15-16 2011 in Centro Fiers 
Del Garda Montichiari (BS).   

The purpose of the visit is to examine the first IMBBA judged event being managed by 
The Federation of Italian Customizers (FIC) as well as Jeff serving an IMBBA Master 
Judge which is required by IMBBA for all events.   

President, Fabrizio Favre, has completed his IMBBA judge course and is now an 
“Associate Judge” In order for Italy to have IMBBA sanctioned bike shows they must 
maintain at the event a minimum of one IMBBA certified Master Judge and one IMBBA 
certified judge.   

This is an important event for Italy as they join the international community working 
towards global standards and fairness in bike show competitions. 

 IMBBA is diligently looking for a celebrity USA Builder as the guest to attend this event. 
Being close to Biketoberfest it is difficult….So, please step forward if you can to help 
this effort!    

As a side note, Roberto Totti, an Italian IMBBA certified Master Bike Builder Level II, 
also completed his Judges course this year. Congrats to Roberto!! 
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 Often when judging, IMBBA encounters under the chassis obstacles that need 

attention. Granted, majority of shows are ride-ins ……..however, there is so much to do 

preparing and cleaning prior to judges looking at your show bike.  

 I don’t know if it is running out of rags, cleaners or just thinking. “Awwwh no one’s 

going to look under here.” WRONG!!  IMBBA Judges are required to inspect the 

motorcycle thoroughly. I guarantee you they will be looking under your chassis for 

points. So, I suggest, a once over to be sure no tie wraps have sharp edges and are not 

having stems sticking out. And wipe the oil and road dirt from the underside, coupled 

with a good look to be sure everything is in its place. This will improve your scores and 

obviously give you a chance to inspect the underside for riding safety.  

 Many times bikes are trailored, unloaded and never looked at for clearance 

damage. Can’t tell you how many times looking under a bike when judging and found 

that the tie wrap, or harness or brake line was damaged when loading on a trailer or 

scrapped when riding from bottoming out on ramps etc. Here is a point or two in the 

IMBBA judging that you can earn simply by ensuring the motorcycle is clean, 

maintained and safe and fully operational.  Ride Safe! 

 

 

 

 

Chatham, MI.  The 2011 Porcupine BASH is on August 25-28th, 2011 celebrating 

another year of honoring Military Veterans... This year they are pulling out the stops with 

entertainment by the Dan Lawson Band who will be presenting an autographed guitar to 

a lucky winner.  

IMBBA’s Staff photographers Jack McIntyre will also be there photographing the events 

from Bikerpics.org.  
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TV Personality – Jay Barbieri and Johnny Lange, a Silent Auction, Princess of the Pole 

contest, Beer tent, vendors, and Pancake breakfast.  Fun, fun, fun for everyone!!!!!!! 

The Porcupine BASH has invited IMBBA 

president, Jeff Starke and IMBBA Hall of Fame-

Master Bike Builder, Ron Finch to attend.  

Jeff and Ron are inviting all builders and riders to 

bring their bike(s) and attend what will be a 

combination bike show, photo session, and 

IMBBA Workshop. The workshop aspect will 

inform participants on how the bikes are judged 

and how to become IMBBA certified as a judge or 

master builder.  

You will be able to ask any and all question on 

what makes a better bike, how the points system 

works, or anything motorcycle related.   

Ron Finch, will be there to encourage and help 

builders see the importance of building quality & 

safe bikes. If you don’t know the name, Ron is truly a legend of the industry!! 

This is a great opportunity for builders to get their foot in the door with professionals in 

the industry and the bike competition world as well as working on global certification.  

Builders donôt miss this opportunity and the fun! 
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2011-2012 Show Schedules 
November 16-20, 2011          San Mateo, CA 

December 2-4, 2011              Dallas, TX 

December 9-11, 2011            Long Beach, CA 

December 16-18, 2011          Seattle, WA 

January 6-8, 2012                  Novi, MI 

January 13-15, 2012              Washington DC 

January 20-22, 2012              New York, NY                                                                                                           

January 27-29, 2012              Cleveland, OH                                                                   

February 3-5, 2012                 Minneapolis, MN 

February 10-12, 2012             Chicago, IL 

February 24-26, 2012             Charlotte, NC 

March 14-17, 2012                 Daytona Beach, FL 

 

 
 

Third QUARTER 2011 

Stephen O'Keeffe, Cork, Ireland 

Abdulla Alhammadi, Abu Dhabi, AUH 

Robert Jones, Fort Worth, Texas 

Ray Phillips, Longview, Texas 

David Matter, Linden, PA 

Michael Creedon, Ireland  

Stephen O'Keeffe, Douglas, Co. Cork 

 Justin Alt Lebanon, NJ  

SECOND QUARTER 2011 

Tim Davis - Palm Bay, FL 

Tim McNamer, Blue Mounds, WI 

Huck Hemphill, Adrian, MI 

Bob Griffin, Carpentersville, IL 

Michael McNamer, BlueMounds, WI 

Wayne Viton, Forney, TX 

David Enting, Tallahassee, FL 

Charlie Braine, Winterport, ME 

Martin lacy, Waterbury CT 

Melody McAfee, Lawrenceville, GA 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
Jacksonville, Florida- Well, the Sturgis 71st Annual Bike 

week is now behind IMBBA, after finishing an IMBBA USA 

Bike Show, and the honoring of three of our industry giants 

into IMBBA’s Hall of Fame, that took place in Sturgis, SD. 

One would think it’s time for a rest. NO WAY!  

IMBBA is heading into a very busy Bike Show judging 

schedule that will challenge IMBBA’s certified judges. I like to 

put out a plea for builders to step up to the plate and get 

judge certified and begin training with your respective country reps. We need judges for North 

America and beyond.   

It was my great pleasure to award to the Sturgis Motorcycle Museum funds raised by the IMBBA 

members. And a special thanks to IMBBA director Joe Distefano who worked diligently to make 

that all possible.  

A VERY special thanks to the country reps who are working overtime in guiding and helping 

builders find their way through the certification processes and membership.  

So much needs to be addressed, IMBBA can use all the support and help it can muster to get 

the global standards in place for Bike Show judging and points certification.  Not to mention,  our 

education and training books that need the member’s expertise to author in our aftermarket 

courses. 

Mitchell Tech, in Mitchell, SD is gearing up to provide IMBBA with a regional training facility 

where builders/students can go to get certified in aftermarket products. Doug Hall, of Chopper 

Institute of America is diligently completing the Learning Management System (LMS that will be 

an open source tool for our instructors and members to track their certification and bike show 

progress).  

As we turn to the New Year, I am very optimistic that our goals are now in sight to becoming a 

Global Standard where our industry one day will shine professionally among all trades and be 

recognized. To everyone that makes this possible I extend a hearty thank you! 
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See the Dan Lawson Band perform at these dates and times: 

07/30/11   Byron Days Festival ï Byron Center, Michigan ï DONEé.GREAT TIME 

08/05/11 to 08/13/11 Sturgis Bike Week - The Legendary Buffalo Chip ï Sturgis, SD ï DONE..DAN 

OUT DID HIMSELF 

08/26/11 - 08/29/11 Porcupine Press 2011 Birthdays Bash & Bike Show ï Chatham, MI ï Get off 

your butt and head to Michigan for a good time! 

 

 

  


