
IMBBA attends V-Twin Expo 

Explore the Industry and see’s what’s up for 2010 and beyond! 

 Attending V-Twins Expo hosted by Easyriders from IMBBA, was 

President Jeff Starke, Jean Beals, IMBBA staff and IMBBA Education and 

Training Editor Doug Hall. The show had all the pizzazz from former years 

crowds were abundant all day Saturday, and Sunday. The Reception and 

Awards Cermony for builders, vendors and industry giants were conducted 

on the third floorôs Grand Ballroom of the Expo center. The event was 

catered and the industry enjoyed the hospitality and company. The awards 

presentation was hosted by Editor, Dave Nichols, of Easyriders and V-Twin 

magazine. On stage was Ron Finchôs latest creation, a sculptured side car 

that epitomizes the true art of motorcycle building. Ron, recently inducted 

into the IMBBA ñHall of Fameò, was candid when complemented on his 

creation. He stated, ñit isnôt done it needs paintò while others may argue it 

looks fantastic 

as displayed.  
V- TWIN AWARDS  

A highlight of the 

awards presentation 

was when Jim 

Betlach, personally 

presented to Shelly 

Rossmeyer and family 

the Life Time 

Achievement Award, 

Awarded to The late, 

Bruce Rossmeyer for 

his accomplishments 

and contributions that 

span three decades.  

 



 

Highlights to the awards presentation: Harley Davison, Victory, and Honda 

taking the top bike awards.  ñPerformance Product of the Yearò, Bassani 
Exhaust for their 2 into 1 exhaust. RC Components, received The ñTerssi 

Awardò and Baker Drive train, received ñNew Product of the Yearò Along with 
S&S Cycle receiving the ñTech Product of the Year Awardò. 
 
 

V- Twin Expo Award Winners 2010  
2010 ñExcellence in Motorcyclingò Awards 

Motor Manufacturer of the Year  

Harley-Davidson Engine Remanufacturing Program 

Frame Designer of the Year  

Rolling Thunder 

Wheel Designer of the Year  

Roland Sands Mission Wheel 

Tech Product of the Year  

S&S Cycle ï Compression Release Cams 

New Product of the Year  

Baker Drivetrain ï 4-speed 

Accessory of th e Year  

Hogtunes ï HF-1 ñHog Podò Tweeter Bar 

Value Product of the Year  

Vance & Hines Racing ï VO2 Air Filter Kit 

Motorcycle Design of the Year   

Lehman Trike ï Pit Boss for Victory Kingpin 

Performance Product of the Year  

Bassani ï Road Rage two-into-one Exhaust 

Teresi Prize -  Innovative Product Award  

Picked from the V-Twin Expo ñNew Product Showcaseò 

RC Components - RCX-haust 

2010 Bike Winners 

Metric of the Year  

Honda Fury 

Cruiser of the Year  

Harley-Davidson Dyna Wide Glide 

Custom Production Bike  

Harley-Davidson CVO Street Glide 

V- Twin Bike of the Year  

Victory Crossroads 

Industry Leader of the Year  

Holger Mohr, President of Custom Chrome 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award  

Bruce Rossmeyer (posthumously) 

Jim Betlach to say a few words and bring up the Rossmeyer family.    NEW Products  

on display  

 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 



 

IMBBA member, Fred Valliancourt, displayed his three wheeler ñSpawnò in 
the Rolling Thunder booth. Both Rolling Thunder and Fred, from the Rat 

Shop, are from Canada.  
 Rolland Sands Winning ñThe Best Wheel Design of the Year Awardò 

was also present displaying his wheels. 
ñ2010 Industry Leader Awardò winner, Holger Mohr, from Custom Chrome 

was present and honored at the Awards presentations. 
 

V-Twin Hosts Industry Seminars é 
  

 While attending the tenth anniversary of the V-Twin Expo in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, on February 6-8th 2010, is an industry ritual much like salmon going 

back up stream to spawn then dieé. This yearôs seminars held at the Duke 
Energy Center second floor exhibits rooms, were no different. But, this 

year, serious topics on the state of the industry and what industry giants 

perceived as the future in motorcycling and building, was informative and 
directive to the needs that are ahead for all who ride, work, and market 

themselves in the industry. Returning every year was different in that the 
concerns for survival in the economy downturns that were spoken of was 

anything but die.   
 Some of the seminars included: Custom Chromeôs ñE-Store 

Essentials ò, ñBest Practices -E-Bay, Craigslist  & Cycle Trader ò, S&S Cycle- 
ñMoving Forward in 2010 ò, Eternal 

Combustion, ñOpportunity in the Windò 
ñTodayôs effective Marketingò along with 

tuning and programming seminars that 
were helpful and informative. 

 Mike Lichter,  from Buffalo Chip, 
hosted a question and answer with a line-

up panel of whoôs who in the industry and 

what they are perceiving to be the near  
future changes and adaptations that we 

can all expect and what are they doing to 
survive. On the panel were; Paul Yaffe, 

Dave Perwitz, Kirk Taylor, Bryan Fuller, 
Matt Olsen, Kevin Bass, and Gary Maurer. 

Questions coming from magazine editors 
like Dave Nichols, Pisano Publications, and 

Cycle Source Magazine targeted questions 
that were fielded respectively by the panel. 

Questions like: What are some of the 
things the panel is doing to survive in this 



downturn of economy? What is their next trend of bikes that they perceive 

to be in demand? To, questions on looking into the future for the industry. 
Unanimous answers streamed from the panel in summary, ñbe flexible, 

provide personal service to customers, diversify your skills and services. 
listen to the customer, Help with the young guns coming up in the 

industryò.  
 Starting at High school levels, Kevin Bass, a Kennedy High school 

Instructor and  panel member stressed, ñthe importance the students are 
to our industry are our future of builders, riderôs designers, we should also 

look to them for creativity and what they like in motorcyclesò. 
Paul Yaffe, affectionately termed ñMr. Bagger 

Nationò explained the trends on Baggers and 
building and customizations that has led to his 

success in a weakened economy. While, Dave 
Perewitz, sailed on reminding us to listen to the 

riders, and build what they want. All in all the 

full circle of comments and answers to 
questions. Defined that marketing in a 

weakened economy is important as is 
networking. You cannot afford not to not be in the public venue or 

advertising in magazines. Failure to not recognize those assets and utilize 
them,  can be a cause that effects surviving in the market. Younger 

members of the panel stressed the Face book, My Space, Tweeter, web 
sites as key and important to the newer enthusiasts and future builders. 

Both here in US, as well as, globally. As far as trends of bikes the panel felt 
that old school bobbers and baggers  and restorations appear to be the 

up& coming things to look at, said, Dave Perewitz. 
 Michael Lichter, hosted along with, Hot Leathers, the ñMotorcycle as 

Art Eternal Combustionò seminar and announced, that, Buffalo Chip will 
have 30 bike builders in partnership in celebration to his 30 years in the 

wind riding; also Mike,will be displaying his Photographic work at Buffalo 

Chips event held in Sturgis, SD, 2010ôs. Bike Week. 
  
 On the Expo Flooréé. Crowds were abundant 
and isles were full vendors were upbeat and helpful. 
Many new products were displayed. IMBBA member, 

Glenn Dyneôs of Glenn Dyne design, was among the 
new products displayed showing off his innovate wheel 

design that has the brake disc and caliper within the 
wheels center, which gathered crowds of onlookers at 
his booth.  

  
Dennis Manning displayed his World Speed Record 

winning streamliner that went 367.382 mph this 
year at Bonneville. 



 

Ron Finchôs sidecar was of the most outrageous 
this year at V-Twin Expo. Ron, an IMBBA ñHall of 

Famerò Demonstrates the art of motorcycle for 
sure.  

SEE MORE!!   IMBBA has a slide show 

of the Expo , come visit us. Become a member 

and a part of this exciting industryôs changes. While we are in a 

down economy , now is the time to network and work out your 
certifications in the industry . IMBBA can help!  

Visit uséé www.masterbikebuilders.com         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.masterbikebuilders.com/

